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By now, everyone you know is feeling the impactho$ recession. The Democratic media will tell you
that we are on the road to recovery. | think tlatdris full of potholes that we don’t have the mpto
fill. Kansas, like most states, is facing defithat will take years to pay down.

The stimulus money did help some local businessbasal up a bit, but some of that money went to qut
of state contractors when it should have stayeal.loc

| attended part of the General Membership Meetmghe 17th of May. | just kind of stood back, liste
ing to parts of conversations among the membevgouild seem that we are being hit. Some of you
have enough work going to keep your help busy andaye the fortunate ones. You've weathered th¢se
storms before and know how to keep your heads alater. Some of you have gone to work for other
plumbers; no shame in that. We all have to eatdried to a couple of old timers, people | hageeat
deal of respect for, talking and stressing abogitsdime issues. My point is, we are all feelingety
guys and old timers. You are not alone.

How do we, on a local level, survive until we s&wating some relief? Like we always have when times
got tough; we tighten our belts and do without.sTisn't the first time we’ve weathered a recession.
This time it is more wide spread, more complicai&@. bailed out GMC. We bailed out Chrysler. We
bailed out wall street. You know, when my kids gub jams as kids, | bailed them out as best Id¢oul
Well, I've raised my kids. At least they grew upddigured it out themselves

Instead of bailouts, these corporate hogs shoufdlipg those potholes. They should be wearing or-
ange jump suits and flip-flops. They should be esgecareful not to drop their soap in the showaeyT
should be made to pay back our parents who wotkeid éntire lives for that nest egg, only to see it

lose 35-65% value. Is somebody going to to bail do¢ Blow Plumbing when his truck breaks down
and he can’t turn wrenches?

ENOUGH POLITICS.

Again, what can we do until this crisis is over @he phones start ringing again? Actually thereaare
great many things we can do that cost little ohimgf. You have the time; put it to use.

Clean up your shop, get organized. Clean your \&hiorganize them. You may not be in a position fo
restock right now, but have a bin tagged for thiteas. It saves time and money and fuel when you ¢a
go right to that 3/8” X 12" chrome plated closepply. You know you have 3 or 4, but you end up dri
ing to the supply house because you can’t findau just wasted an hour, plus fuel. Take that bafre
copper scraps to recycle. The brass too. Not musiney but every little bit helps right now.

=

Go back to school. There are a number of low costast classes available to us. The Kansas Smal|
Business Development Center, 29th and Olivergsa place to pick up some small business mini-
seminars. Good for new businesses, good refrefitreestablished businesses. Sponsored by Wichita
State, SBA, Wichita Independent Business Assamiadaind others. These classes cost an average o
$15.00 for 2 hours of training.




Go online. Google anything that interests you innfteld, or another, that might be an avenue for
revenue. (Irwin, be very careful what you googléljou have a website, work on it. Is there anyhin
offered there that will get people to call you? Haew business cards printed, hand them out. Sén
mailers. Cheap ways to generate new business. @ptoh your reading. You know there are article
PM magazine that you wanted to read. There areaf leew technologies coming down the pike. N
products. New ways of doing things.

Diversify. If you have been doing nothing but nesgidential plumbing you are feeling the pinch. G
into repair. Offer an annual maintenance plan alidyour customers once a year. Put them on the
puter and have it remind you when it is time td oalsomeone.

Join an association. | mentioned WIBA above. Thia bunch of small business owners with varyin
talents that get together several times a montiotmce ideas off of each other, network, get theme
out to tons of professionals in every field.

Volunteer some time at The P.A.C.K. Yeah, you ktieat was coming. The CEu classes are for yo
Not only do you have to have them to renew, youhtjigst learn something.

Take a Red Cross basic CPR class. Could save salyislite. Also good for 3 hours CEu believe it
not.

This recession will end. | don't see it ending tyesr, at least not locally. We've been there bfand
you younger guys will see it again in about 20 gehearn from this experience. Remember it. Gro
from it.

Take this slow time and better yourselves. You ballpoised to kick it in the butt when this is overs
written; “This, too, shall pass.”
Dale Cook
Owner of Masterplumb, Inc
& V. President Of The PACK
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Attention: Medical Gas Update

The City of Wichita has been working on an ordinance for Medical Gas Installers and
Service Technicians. | am not aware of any ordinance for Wichita which has been
approved yet. As codes and updates and changes go through the Plumbing and
Mechanical Boards and through City Council we here at the PACK will do our best to
keep you updated.

| am taking an excerpt from Rep. John Grange, concerning Medical Gas at the State
level. I m sure the City will have their amendments, but they will not be less stringent
than the State. Here is John Grange s update at the State level:

House Substitute for SB 449 amends the law by reqing that all repairs,
maintenance, or inspection of medical gas piping stems be completed by a
person that is licensed under the “Plumbers and Plumbing in Cities and Counties
Statutes” and is certified under the appropriate piofessional qualifications
standard or standards of ASSE Series 6000.

The installers are required to obtain a proper pernit from the county or city for
which the medical gas is being installed. In addibin, all inspections are to be
done by a third party agency certified under the sme standards, all documents
of the inspection and certificates of the installeare to be provided to the county
or city prior to any occupancy of the building or wnit in which the medical gas
piping has been installed.

Finally, the bill provides that this section of lawwould not apply in counties or
cities in which building codes require an inspectocertified by a nationally
recognized code organization to inspect medical gafing systems prior to
issuance of an occupancy permit.

| supported this bill on the house floor and had tle privilege of attending the
official bill signing by the governor. In attendane was Representative Connie
O Brien, (R Tonganoxie) who brought the legislationdrward and Austin Stone
from Tonganoxie the young man who was severely injad while undergoing a
dental procedure in Lawrence.

The issue behind the legislation is that the meditgas piping was not properly
installed and identified as required by code. The ehtist believed he was
administering oxygen when in fact he was giving thpatient an overdose of
nitrous oxide” laughing gas”. The resulting brain camage has caused permanent
disability to this individual. This legislation isintended to save lives and prevent
future occurrences.

If you should have further questions, you can contact John Grange, or if you want to
know where the City is heading, contact Mr. Kurt Schroeder.

Dan Leidy, Executive Director, PACK

Contact Information:

Kurt Schroeder: KSchroeder@wichita.gov

John Grange: John.Grange@house.ks.gov
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